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From the Principal
Dear Parents, Families and Community Members
Welcome back to Term 2. A special welcome to our new
students and their families. We currently have a waiting list for
preschool.
Recently, we had a small group of toddlers and their carers from
Murraya Children’s Centre come along to our playgroup. Such a
pleasure to be connecting with each other, particularly as many
of our families begin their childcare journey at Murraya. A huge
appreciation to Tara and her team!
RECOMMENDED BOOK FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS
I have had a number of conversations with parents and teachers
regarding how to support our children better understand
themselves. Or in some instances this book helps us understand
our own ‘image of the child’.

chance to integrate our child’s brain and foster vital growth.

‘The Whole Brain Child’ has been a game changer for me. This
truly inspirational book provides parents and teachers with
insights, strategies and tips especially during those challenging
moments. I hope you either download the ebook, purchase it
online, go to a bookstore or head off to the local library. Whatever
your preferred option is—I hope you find a way!

Complete with age-appropriate strategies for dealing with day-today struggles and illustrations that will help you explain these
concepts to your child, The Whole-Brain Child shows you how to
cultivate healthy emotional and intellectual development so that
your children can lead balanced, meaningful, and connected lives.

Upcoming Events

The authors explain—and make accessible—the new science of
how a child’s brain is wired and how it matures. The “upstairs
brain,” which makes decisions and balances emotions, is under
construction until the mid-twenties. And especially in young
children, the right brain and its emotions tend to rule over the logic
of the left brain. No wonder kids throw tantrums, fight, or sulk in
silence. By applying these discoveries to everyday parenting and/
or teaching, we can turn outbursts, arguments, or fears into a

“Gives parents and teachers ideas to get all parts of a healthy
child’s brain working together.”—Parent to Parent
I look forward to having further conversations with you and
whether the ideas presented have helped immediately—as they
have for me. Little reminder—we have an assembly in the morning!
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TEACHING AND LEARNING AT LEANYER SCHOOL

Year 1/2 Students - Inquiry Learning
Students in Year 1/2 are exploring rich texts to support
their learning. They are currently reading Alison Lester’s
Ernie Dances the Didgeridoo. The story is set in
Gunbalanya and is written about the 6 weather seasons.
Our special visitors from Gunbalanya, traditional owner
and educator Julie and her teaching partner Seraine, led
the learning for our students.
The story explains the 6 seasons of Arnhem Land. Seraine
(holding the book) and Julie spoke of how they know the
season is changing by observing the sky, animals, plants
and landscape. The students are working towards building
their knowledge and understandings so that they will later
compare these seasons with the Larrakia (local traditional
owners) Seasons in Darwin. This learning will then go on
to explore seasons in other parts of our beautiful country.
Thank you Esther Djayhgurrnga, co-Principal Gunbalanya your support of our learning over the years is greatly
appreciated.
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Gunbalanya Community School

LEARNING TOGETHER

CULTURE
COUNTRY AND
COLLABORATION

A massive thank you to the
Year 1/2 Leanyer teachers for
making this work happen.
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Smoking Ceremony
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